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Playing the Guiding Function through Strengthened Assessment of Ability:

An Evaluation of the Science Papers of the 2016 College Entrance Examination

Abstract: To play the educational function and have positive washback effect, the science papers of 2016 College

Entrance Examination focus on fostering morality and cultivating talent through strengthened assessment of the core

socialist values, China’ s excellent traditional culture and innovative ability. Also, the papers have furthered the

examination content reform through enhanced assessment of fundamental knowledge and skills, independent

thinking, problem—analyzing—and-solving ability and innovative ability. Designed at an appropriate difficulty level,

the papers have successfully achieved their goal of selecting the ideal students while ensuring a smooth transition in

the reform.

Keywords: Science Papers of the College Entrance Examination; Examination Content Reform; Examination and

Admission System Reform; Science Literacy
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